
Minimising your waste



Avoidance

Q Catering Cairns

• Investigated waste contractors
• Lobbied for service• Lobbied for service
• Negotiated with suppliers
• Accessed staff knowledge



Reuse and Recycling

Furniture concepts

• Off-cuts reused 
• Off-cuts recycled – sent to Rocky Point• Off-cuts recycled – sent to Rocky Point
• Dust compacted into pellets 



Reuse and recycling

Hamilton Island Enterprises

• Source separated recyclables• Source separated recyclables
• Baled materials trucked to Brisbane
• Glass crushed
• Crushed glass used on-site
• C&D recycling
• Saving $20,000 per month



Recycling

Gympie Muster Inn

• Undertook waste audit
• Identified new recycling streams• Identified new recycling streams
• Reduced number and collection 

frequency of waste bins
• Saved 50% on their waste 

charges ($2,340 per year)
• Increased recycling by 250%



Practical steps: reduce, reuse and recycle

• Step 1 – Measuring volume of business waste 

• Step 2 – Materials to target

• Step 3 – Local collectors of recyclable materials 

• Step 4 – Introduce a new resource recovery service 

• Step 5 – Implement source separation systems

• Step 6 – Educate staff



Step 1 – Measure volume of waste generated



Step 2 – Materials to target
What is in my waste stream?

• Ideas on how to reduce, reuse, 
recycle different materials types: 
www.derm.qld.gov.au/waste

• Business ‘waste buster’ program

• ecoBiz



Step 3 – Who can divert my business 
waste from going to landfill?

DERM has partnered with Planet Ark’s business recycling 
directory to help businesses find local resource recovery
service providers.

businessrecycling.com.au



Step 4 – Introduce a new recovery service

Resource recovery incentives



Step 5 – Separately collect materials 
Equipment rebate



Step 6 – Educate staff



Grants programs

• New markets
• New business opportunities
• Cleaner production

• Waste infrastructure grants 
• Market development grants 
• Business waste avoidance grants
• Applied research & development grants
• Community grants
• HazWaste grants



How to stay informed

• Check DERM website for updates about new reThink 
Business Waste programs

• Register your business details at • Register your business details at 
www.derm.qld.gov.au/waste to be notified about 
reThink Business Waste programs 


