
Managing Hazardous Chemicals

Providing Solutions Associated with Hazardous Chemical Management

Managing hazardous chemicals safely requires effective consultation, commitment and resources. 
Many chemicals are classified as both hazardous substances and dangerous goods. Unsafe 
use, handling and storage of hazardous chemicals can result in a range of negative outcomes 
including cancer, skin disease, poisoning, respiratory illness, explosions and fire.

A quarter of all Victorian employees regularly use hazardous chemicals such as flammable liquids 
and gases at their workplace.

WorkSafe Victoria has warned businesses using chemicals to ensure that they are properly stored 
and managed. Workplaces found to be using hazardous chemicals in an unsafe manner can expect 
WorkSafe Victoria to act swiftly and enforce compliance with workplace health and safety laws. 
Source: WorkSafe Victoria 2005 Media Release.

This seminar will provide you with practical solutions to deal with Hazardous 
Chemicals at the workplace.

SEMINAR – Melbourne  Thursday, 23 February 2012
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A selection of recent Victorian prosecutions:
●	� Company convicted and fined $135,000 – unsafe system of work whilst using two corrosive chemicals, 

employee lost sight in eye and had his eye removed to avoid continuous infections.

●	� An employee assisting another employee to drain a chemical container was seriously injured when the 

container exploded, resulting in burns to 75-85% of his body. Company convicted and fined $90,000.

●	� An apprentice who set fire to a new workmate in a workplace “prank” was prosecuted by WorkSafe Victoria. 

Two other apprentices were also convicted and fined $5000 each.

Can you afford these unwanted costs?
Many industry sectors use, handle and store hazardous chemicals at their workplace.

Does your business rely on the use of hazardous chemicals on a daily basis?
The good news is that the Managing Hazardous Chemicals seminar will give you practical information on how an 

effective hazardous chemicals management program can control these hazards before they turn into illness, injuries, 

deaths, fires or explosions.

●	� Introduction to hazardous chemicals

●	�� WorkSafe Victoria’s expectations

●	�� Management of hazardous chemicals

●	� Managing corporate responsibility, due diligence and 

responding to an incident

●	� Responding to an incident-case analysis

●	�U nderstanding and managing industrial gases

●	� Managers / supervisors

●	� Plant / warehouse managers

●	�OH S managers / co-ordinators

●	� Team members responsible for managing  

hazardous chemicals

TOPICS Who should attend?



PROGRAM

Time Topic Speaker

8.15am Registration

8.30am Welcome and Introductions
Paul Felsovary 
Senior Adviser Ai Group

8.40am Introduction to Hazardous Chemicals

This session will provide participants with a national overview and update of key 
changes and actions required for workplaces in regards to hazardous chemicals in 
the workplace under both the Victorian and Model Work Health & Safety laws.

Paul Felsovary 
Senior Adviser Ai Group

9.00am WorkSafe Victoria’s Expectations

This session will provide you with the Victorian perspective on hazardous chemicals. 
The regulator will present the top 10 issues for employers and typical non 
compliance that they see in industry. WorkSafe will discuss their focus on hazardous 
chemicals; and to improve health & safety; and tools available to assist industry.

Alex Buckle 
WorkSafe Victoria

9.30am Management of Hazardous Chemicals

This presentation will provide participants with an understanding of management 
issues. Practical examples and tools will be provided to assist companies to meet 
their legal obligations. This session will explore the management of hazardous 
chemicals including risk management policies and procedures, employee 
competency, training and supervision.

Paul Felsovary 
Senior Adviser Ai Group

10.30am Morning Tea

10.50am Managing Corporate Responsibility, Due Diligence  
and Responding to an Incident

This session will examine Occupational Health & Safety (OHS) prosecutions where 
employers, directors and/or senior managers have been held liable following 
incidents involving the use of hazardous chemicals. This session will also review a 
company’s legal obligations, to respond to an incident and manage incidents in 
relation to hazardous chemicals.

Meg Crawford 
Legal Counsel, VIC  
and Legal Practitioner Director   
Ai Group Legal 

11.40am Responding to an Incident-case analysis 

Hear from those who have to deal with incidents first hand. This session will provide 
participants with a case study / analysis of actual incidents that have occurred at 
workplaces. The session will cover what went wrong and lessons to be learnt by all.

Acting Station Officer Sutton 
Metropolitan Fire Brigade 

12.20pm Understanding and Managing Industrial Gases 

Hear from an industry specialist on practical solutions associated with the 
management of hazardous chemicals. Explore common industrial gases used at 
most manufacturing workplaces and key issues to ensure OHS compliance. Topics 
include:  behaviour of gases, storage, bulk storage systems for the most common 
gas types and tanks versus cylinder storage – is there an advantage? 

Steve Abbott 
Safety, Quality and  
Engineering Manager  
Coregas Pty Ltd 

12.50pm Summary and Questions
Paul Felsovary 
Senior Adviser Ai Group

1.00pm Close



SEMINAR registration 

Melbourne 

Thursday, 23 February 2012

Australian Industry Group
20 Queens Road
Melbourne VIC 3004

Registration:  
8.15am – 8.30am  

Seminar: 
8:30am – 1:00pm

cost: 	

Ai Group Members 
$308 per participant. Two or more registrations $275 per participant 

Non-Members 

$400 per participant. Two or more registrations $367 per participant

All prices are GST inclusive. Payment must be made at time of registration.  
Australian Industry Group – ABN 76 369 958 788

  Ai Group membership no.   �Non-Ai Group Member

attendee 1

title
First Name Surname

Company

Job tITLE

Address

state postcode Email

TelePhone Facsimile No.

attendee 2

title First Name Surname

Company

Job tITLE

Address

state postcode Email

TelePhone Facsimile No.

Upon payment being accepted this form becomes a tax invoice.

Please find enclosed a cheque for $ Or please charge my credit card $

  AMEX    Mastercard   D INERS    Visa
card 
number

expiry date

/

Card Holder’s Name Signature

PLEASE Fax or Email registration form to your state contact: 

Melbourne

Sarah McCormick – National Event Coordinator
Australian Industry Group
PO Box 7622, Melbourne VIC 8004
T: 03 9867 0224  F: 03 9867 0122
Email: sarah.mccormick@aigroup.asn.au 

Cancellation Policy – Registration may be cancelled up to 5 working days prior to commencement of the seminar, with participants either transferring to another seminar or receiving a full refund. If no cancellation notice is received 
or cancellation is made less than 5 working days prior to commencement of the seminar, no refund will be issued. You may substitute another participant at any time prior to the seminar commencement date should the nominated 
person be unable to attend. Ai Group reserves the right to cancel or postpone a seminar to an alternative date. All registered participants affected by such changes will receive a full refund or be offered the opportunity to transfer 
to the next available seminar program. Privacy Policy – The Australian Industry Group is bound by the National Privacy Principles under the Privacy Amendment (Private Sector) Act 2000. The personal information disclosed by you 
to us will be used for the purpose of identifying you and confirming your participation. If applicable, financial information disclosed by you will be used only for the purposes of effecting the transaction to which it relates, and will 
be kept securely until legally able to be deleted. Otherwise, the personal information disclosed will be used by us to communicate with you about our products and services. If you do not want to receive communications from us 
about products or services unrelated to this transaction, please inform the contact specified on this form. Details of our Privacy Policy are available from the contact specified on this form.
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